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AP World History: Modern 

Unit 1: The Global Tapestry 

Time Allotted: Approximately 5Weeks 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards (NJSLS) 

6.2.12.B.1.b Determine the role of natural resources, climate, and topography in European exploration, colonization, and 
settlement patterns. 

6.2.12.C.1.a Compare and contrast the economic policies of China and Japan, and determine the impact these policies had on 
growth, the desire for colonies, and the relative positions of China and Japan within emerging global economy. 

6.2.12.C.1.e  Determine the extent to which various technologies (e.g. printing, the marine compass, cannonry, Arabic numerals) 
derived from Europe’s interactions with Islam and Asia provided the necessary tools for European exploration and conquest. 

6.2.12.D.2.d Assess the impact of the printing press and other technologies developed on the dissemination of ideas. 

  
 

Essential Questions Student Learning 
Objectives 

Suggested Tasks/Activities Evidence of Learning 
(Assessment) 



-       How did geography, 
climate, and disease 
shape the development of 
societies in Afro-Eurasia 
during the time period 
1200-1405? 
-       How did societies in 
the Americas respond to 
the specific environmental 
conditions that they 
faced? 
-       How can I support 
an argument through the 
use of specific pieces of 
historical evidence? 
-       How can I connect 
political/social/technologic
al developments to 
environmental change? 
-       How do religious 
beliefs impact economic 
developments in human 
societies? 
-       How does the Silk 
Road serve as an 
example of a network of 
exchange in Afro-
Eurasia? 
-       How do 
demographic and 
technological changes in 

-       Explain the 
effects of Chinese 
cultural traditions 
and innovations on 
Afro-Eurasia over 
time. 
-       Explain the 
causes and effects of 
the rise of Islamic 
states over time. 
-       Explain how 
systems of belief and 
their practices 
affected society in 
the time period 1200-
1450. 
-       Explain how 
and why states in the 
Americas developed 
in the time period 
1200-1450. 
-       Explore the 
causes and effects of 
growth of networks 
of exchange after 
1450. 
-       Explain the 
environmental 
effects on the 
various networks of 
exchange in Afro-

-       Silk Road trading 
simulation 
-       Create a flow chart 
that identifies and 
describes the political, 
economic, and cultural 
changes that occurred in 
Eurasia as a result of the 
Mongol Empire. 
-       Close read Bernal 
Diaz del Castillo’s 
description of 
Tenochtitlan.  Highlight 
evidence supporting 
Castillo’s claim that 
Tenochtitlan was a larger, 
more impressive ci than 
could be found in Europe. 
-       Evaluate the effects 
of Islam on Silk Road 
trading notes by 
examining primary 
sources (e.g. the travels 
of Ibn Battuta). 
-       Using an individual 
artifact, such as a 
Spanish astrolabe, trace 
the course of an idea or 
technology from India 
through the Islamic World 
to Europe. 

-       Quarterly 
Assessment: Mini-
AP Exam using 
practice Document 
Based 
Questions/Short 
Answer 
Questions/Long 
Essay Questions, 
and Stimulus Based 
Multiple Choice 
Questions (as 
provided by the 
College Board) 



Afro-Eurasia foreshadow 
similar changes in the 
Americas? 
-       What are the cultural 
consequences of 
interconnection among 
Afro-Eurasian and 
American societies? 
-       How do travel 
narratives such as those 
written by Ibn Battuta and 
Marco Polo serve as 
reliable or unreliable 
sources? 
-       What are the 
environmental 
consequences of 
economic exchange 
between societies? 
-       How can physical 
artifacts serve as 
historical evidence? 
-         

Eurasia from 1200-
1450. 

  
  

-       Classroom debate 
on the positive or negative 
impact of the Mongols on 
Afro-Eurasian society in 
the time period.  This 
debate can focus on 
technologies diffused as a 
result of their conquests. 
-       Examine the 
environmental causes that 
led to the Black Death in 
Europe, and how this 
demographic catastrophe 
affected society. 
-       Build an argument 
about the importance of 
Chinese technology/ideas 
to East Asia using specific 
historical evidence. 



Resources/Materials -       Primary Sources (Medieval): https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/sbook.asp 
-       Primary Sources (Early Modern): 
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/modsbook.asp 
-       East Asia Resources and Information: http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/ 
-       AP Classroom (resources and test banks): 
https://apclassroom.collegeboard.org/34/home 

Interdisciplinary Connections NJSLSA.SL1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and 
collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly 
and persuasively. 
NJSLSA.SL2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, 
including visually, 
quantitatively, and orally. 
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical 
inferences and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or 
speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 
NJSLSAR3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the 
course of a text.  

21st Century Life and Careers   
CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 
CRP5. Consider the environmental, social, and economic impacts of decisions. 
CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 

Technology Standards 8.1.12.A.1 Create a personal digital portfolio which reflects personal and academic interests, 
achievements, and career aspirations by using a variety of digital tools and resources. 
 
 
 

https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/sbook.asp
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/sbook.asp
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/modsbook.asp
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/modsbook.asp
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/modsbook.asp
http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/
http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/
https://apclassroom.collegeboard.org/34/home
https://apclassroom.collegeboard.org/34/home
https://apclassroom.collegeboard.org/34/home


Modifications 

English Language Learners Special Education At-Risk Gifted and Talented 

●      Provide directions in 
written and verbal form. 
●      Modify primary 
sources and provide 
glossaries where 
necessary. 
●      Provide note-taking 
guides when necessary. 
●      Assign a native 
language partner. 

●      Extended time 
on test and written 
assessments. 
●      Word banks 
and reduced multiple 
choice when 
necessary. 
●      Opportunity to 
type, rather than 
write, written 
assignments. 
  
  

  

●      Incorporate student 
choice 
●      Include culturally 
relevant illustrative 
examples throughout 
course 
●      Provide peer 
mentoring to improve 
techniques 

●      Connect class 
topics to current 
events by discussing 
articles in major 
national newspapers 
●      More in-depth 
analysis of a primary 
source 
reading/historical 
artifact 
●      Master skills 
relevant to AP exam 
by writing own 
question/topic 

  

AP World History: Modern 

Unit 2: Global Interactions (1450-1750) 

Time Allotted: Approximately 7 Weeks 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards (NJSLS) 



6.2.12.B.1.a Explain major changes in world political boundaries between 1450 and 1770, and assess the extent of European 
political and military control in Africa, Asia, and the Americas by the mid-18th century. 

6.2.12.C.1.b  Trace the movement of essential commodities from Asia to Europe to America and determine the impact of trade on 
the New World. 

6.2.12.C.1.d  Determine the effects of increased global trade and the importation of gold and silver from the New World on 
inflation in Europe, Southwest Asia, and Africa. 
  
6.2.12.D.1.a. Assess the political social and economic impact of the Colombian Exchange on Europeans and Native Americans. 
  
6.2.12.D.1.b Compare slavery practices and other forms of coerced labor or social bondage common in East Africa, West Africa, 
Southwest Asia, Europe, and the Americas. 
  
6.2.12.D.1.c.  Analyze various motivations for the Atlantic slave trade and various impacts on Europeans, Africans, and Americans. 
  
6.2.12.D.1.d.  Explain how the new social stratification created by voluntary and coerced interactions among Native Americans, 
Africans, and Europeans in Spanish colonies laid the foundation for conflict. 
  
6.2.12.A.2.b Determine the reasons for and the consequences of the rise of powerful, centralized nation states in Europe. 
  
6.2.12.D.2.d Analyze the impact of new intellectual, philosophical, and scientific ideas on how humans viewed themselves and how 
they viewed their physical and spiritual worlds. 
  

  
 
 



Essential Questions Student Learning Objectives Suggested Tasks/Activities Evidence of Learning 
(Assessment) 

-       Why was the 
Colombian Exchange a 
decisive moment in 
world history? 
-       What changes 
allowed empires to 
consolidate their power 
in the period 1450-
1750? 
-       How did the New 
World’s plantation 
economy create new 
economic systems? 
-       How can states 
use architecture, 
culture, and religion to 
centralize their power? 
-       How did contact 
between Europe and 
the Americas change 
both cultures? 
-       How did ideas 
and technologies 
spread back and forth 
across the Atlantic? 

-       Explain the 
causes of the 
Colombian Exchange 
and its effects on the 
Eastern and Western 
Hemispheres. 
-       Explain the 
process of state 
building among various 
empires and states in 
the period from 1450-
1750. 
-       Explain 
developments in 
systems of slavery in 
the period from 1450-
1750. 
-       Explain how rulers 
employed economic 
strategies to 
consolidate and 
maintain power 
throughout the period 
from 1450-1750. 
-       Explain how rulers 
used a variety of 
religious, political, and 
social methods to 

-       Organized class 
debate on the most 
important impacts of 
the Colombian 
Exchange and whether 
it was a net positive or 
net negative for the 
world. 
-       Virtual tours of 
imperial palaces such 
as Versailles or the 
Winter Palace 
-       Close reading of 
primary sources on 
slavery, such as The 
Interesting Narrative of 
the Life of Olaudah 
Equiano 
-       Examining 
European-produced 
maps of the world and 
discussing continuities 
and changes between 
how the world was 
perceived before and 
after the discovery of 
the Americas 

-       Quarterly 
Assessment: Mini-AP 
Exam using practice 
Document Based 
Questions/Short 
Answer Questions/Long 
Essay Questions, and 
Stimulus Based 
Multiple Choice 
Questions (as provided 
by the College Board) 
-       Practice 
Document Based 
Question 



consolidate power in 
empires between 1450-
1750. 

  
  

-       Compare and 
contrast research on 
why Ming China did not 
expand into the 
Americas while the 
Europeans did 



Resources/Materials -       Primary Sources (Early Modern): 
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/modsbook.asp 
-       East Asia Resources and Information: http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/ 
-       AP Classroom (resources and test banks): 
https://apclassroom.collegeboard.org/34/home 
-       Stanford History Education Group: https://sheg.stanford.edu/history-
lessons?f%5B0%5D=topic%3A9#main-content#main-content 
-       Americas Archive: https://scholarship.rice.edu/handle/1911/9219 
-       Historical World Boundaries Map: https://www.randymajors.com/p/worldmap.html 

Interdisciplinary 
Connections 

NJSLSA.SL1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and 
collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly 
and persuasively. 
NJSLSA.SL2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, 
including visually, 
quantitatively, and orally. 
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical 
inferences and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or 
speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 
NJSLSAR3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the 
course of a text.  
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including 
visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. 
NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and 
proficiently with scaffolding as needed. 

https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/modsbook.asp
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/modsbook.asp
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/modsbook.asp
http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/
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https://sheg.stanford.edu/history-lessons?f%5B0%5D=topic%3A9#main-content
https://sheg.stanford.edu/history-lessons?f%5B0%5D=topic%3A9#main-content
https://scholarship.rice.edu/handle/1911/9219
https://scholarship.rice.edu/handle/1911/9219
https://www.randymajors.com/p/worldmap.html
https://www.randymajors.com/p/worldmap.html


21st Century Life and 
Careers 

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 
CRP5. Consider the environmental, social, and economic impacts of decisions. 
CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 
CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.9.2.12.C.4 Analyze 
how economic conditions and societal changes influence employment trends and future 
education. 

Technology Standards 8.1.12.A.3 Collaborate in online courses, learning communities, social networks, or virtual worlds 
to discuss a resolution to a problem or issue. 

Modifications 

English Language Learners Special Education At-Risk Gifted and Talented 

●      Provide directions 
in written and verbal 
form. 
●      Modify primary 
sources and provide 
glossaries where 
necessary. 
●      Provide note-
taking guides when 
necessary. 
●      Assign a native 
language partner. 

●      Extended time on 
test and written 
assessments. 
●      Word banks and 
reduced multiple 
choice when 
necessary. 
●      Opportunity to 
type, rather than write, 
written assignments. 
  
  
  

●      Incorporate 
student choice 
●      Include culturally 
relevant illustrative 
examples throughout 
course 
●      Provide peer 
mentoring to improve 
techniques 

●      Connect class 
topics to current events 
by discussing articles in 
major national 
newspapers 
●      More in-depth 
analysis of a primary 
source 
reading/historical 
artifact 
●      Master skills 
relevant to AP exam by 
writing own 
question/topic 

  



AP World History: Modern 

Unit 3: Revolutions and Consequences 
1750-1900 

Time Allotted: Approximately 5 Weeks 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards (NJSLS) 

6.2.12.A.3.a Explain how and why various ideals (e.g., liberty, popular sovereignty, natural rights, democracy, and nationalism) 
became driving forces for reforms and revolutions. 

 6.2.12.A.3.b Determine the extent to which the American, French, and Haitian revolutions influenced independence movements in 
Latin America. 

6.2.12.A.3.e Analyze the relationship between industrialization and the rise of democratic and social reforms, including the 
expansion of parliamentary government. 

6.2.12.B.3.b Relate the Industrial Revolution to population growth, new migration patterns, urbanization, and the environment. 

6.2.12.C.3.b Analyze interrelationships among the Industrial Revolution, nationalism, competition for global markets, imperialism, 
and natural resources. 

6.2.12.C.3.c Compare the characteristics of capitalism, communism, and socialism to determine why each system emerged in 
different world 

6.2.12.D.3.d Analyze the extent to which racism was both a cause and consequence of imperialism, and evaluate the impact of 
imperialism from multiple perspectives. 



  

Essential Questions 
 

Student Learning 
Objectives 

Suggested Tasks/Activities Evidence of Learning 
(Assessment) 



-  What were the 
causes and effects of the 
Industrial Revolution? 
-    How did the 
Enlightenment impact the 
Atlantic Revolutions? 
-What are the causes and 
effects of the French, 
Haitian, American, and 
Latin American 
Revolutions? 
-    What impact did 
the political revolutions 
have on the rise of 
feminism, abolitionism, 
and nationalism? 
-    How did 
technology impact the 
newly industrialized 
world? 
-    What are the 
causes of imperialism? 
-    What are the 
various responses to 
imperialism? 
-    What impact did 
the industrial age have on 
the Ottoman Empire, the 
Tokugawa Shogunate, 
and the Qing Dynasty? 

-    Explain the 
intellectual and 
ideological context in 
which revolutions 
swept the Atlantic 
world from 1750 to 
1900. 
-    Explain how 
the Enlightenment 
affected societies 
over time. 
-    Explain 
causes and effects of 
the various 
revolutions in the 
period from 1750 to 
1900. 
-    Explain how 
environmental 
factors contributed to 
industrialization from 
1750 to 1900. 
-    Explain how 
technology shaped 
economic production 
over time. 
-    Explain the 
development of 
economic systems, 
ideologies, and 
institutions and how 

-       Complete the Urban 
Game which 
demonstrates the causes 
and effects of the 
Industrial Revolution. 
-       Enlightenment 
Salon/ tea party with role 
play 
-       Write an essay 
comparing and 
contrasting Atlantic 
Revolutions. 
-       Have students 
engage in a Shark Tank 
activity to learn more 
about 19th century 
industrialization 
technology. 
-       Engage in close 
readings of texts like The 
Communist Manifesto, 
The Wealth of Nations. 
-       Have students 
debate the cause of the 
devastation that came 
during the Irish Potato 
Famine. 
-       Jigsaw activity where 
students have to examine 
differing responses to 
imperialism. 

-       Quarterly 
Assessment: Mini-
AP Exam using 
practice Document 
Based 
Questions/Short 
Answer 
Questions/Long 
Essay Questions, 
and Stimulus Based 
Multiple Choice 
Questions (as 
provided by the 
College Board) 



-    How did 
neocolonialism impact 
Latin America? 
-    How did a 
historical development or 
process relate to 
migrations during this 
time period? 
  

they contributed to 
change in the period 
from 1750 to 1900. 
-    Explain the 
causes and effects of 
calls for changes in 
industrial societies 
from 1750 to 1900. 
-    Explain how 
industrialization 
caused change in 
existing social 
hierarchies and 
standards of living. 
-    Explain the 
extent to which 
industrialization 
brought change from 
1750 to 1900. 
-    Compare 
processes by which 
state power shifted in 
various parts of the 
world from 1750 to 
1900. 
-    Explain how 
and why internal and 
external factors have 
influenced the 
process of state 

-       Write historical bio 
poems on famous 19th 
century nationalists, 
abolitionists, and 
feminists.   
-       Socratic Seminar 
discussion on the people 
The United Fruit Company 
by Pablo Neruda. 
-       Compare and 
contrast the Chinese, 
Japanese, and Ottoman 
Empire’s attempts at 
modernization essay. 



building from 1750 to 
1900 
-    Explain how 
various 
environmental 
factors contributed to 
the development of 
the global economy 
from 1750 to 1900. 
-    Explain how 
various economic 
factors contributed to 
the development of 
the global economy 
from 1750 to 1900. 
-    Explain how 
various 
environmental 
factors contributed to 
the development of 
varied patterns of 
migration from 1750 
to 1900. 
-    Explain how 
various economic 
factors contributed to 
the development of 
varied patterns of 
migration from 1750 
to 1900. 



-    Explain how 
and why new 
patterns of migration 
affected society from 
1750 to 1900. 
-    Explain the 
relative significance 
of the effects of 
imperialism from 
1750 to 1900. 



Resources/Materials -        The Communist Manifesto 
-        AMSCO World History textbook 
-        Ways of the World textbook by Strayer 
-       Primary Sources (Enlightenment) Primary Sources 
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/modsbook10.asp 
-       East Asia Resources and Information: http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/ 
-       AP Classroom (resources and test banks): 
https://apclassroom.collegeboard.org/34/home 
-       Stanford History Education Group: https://sheg.stanford.edu/history-
lessons?f%5B0%5D=topic%3A9#main-content#main-content 
-       Americas Archive: https://scholarship.rice.edu/handle/1911/9219 
-        Historical World Boundaries Map: https://www.randymajors.com/p/worldmap.html 

Interdisciplinary Connections NJSLSA.SL1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and 
collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly 
and persuasively. 
NJSLSA.SL2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, 
including visually, 
quantitatively, and orally. 
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical 
inferences and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or 
speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 
NJSLSAR3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the 
course of a text.  

21st Century Life and Careers CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 
CRP5. Consider the environmental, social, and economic impacts of decisions. 
CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 

https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/modsbook10.asp
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/modsbook10.asp
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/modsbook10.asp
http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/
http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/
https://apclassroom.collegeboard.org/34/home
https://apclassroom.collegeboard.org/34/home
https://apclassroom.collegeboard.org/34/home
https://sheg.stanford.edu/history-lessons?f%5B0%5D=topic%3A9#main-content
https://sheg.stanford.edu/history-lessons?f%5B0%5D=topic%3A9#main-content
https://sheg.stanford.edu/history-lessons?f%5B0%5D=topic%3A9#main-content
https://scholarship.rice.edu/handle/1911/9219
https://scholarship.rice.edu/handle/1911/9219
https://www.randymajors.com/p/worldmap.html
https://www.randymajors.com/p/worldmap.html


Technology Standards 8.1.12.A.1 Create a personal digital portfolio which reflects personal and academic interests, 
achievements, and career aspirations by using a variety of digital tools and resources. 

Modifications 

English Language Learners Special Education At-Risk Gifted and Talented 

●      Provide directions in 
written and verbal form. 
●      Modify primary 
sources and provide 
glossaries where 
necessary. 
●      Provide note-taking 
guides when necessary. 
●      Assign a native 
language partner. 

●      Extended time 
on test and written 
assessments. 
●      Word banks 
and reduced multiple 
choice when 
necessary. 
●      Opportunity to 
type, rather than 
write, written 
assignments. 
  
  

  

●      Incorporate student 
choice 
●      Include culturally 
relevant illustrative 
examples throughout 
course 
●      Provide peer 
mentoring to improve 
techniques 

●      Connect class 
topics to current 
events by discussing 
articles in major 
national newspapers 
●      More in-depth 
analysis of a primary 
source 
reading/historical 
artifact 
●      Master skills 
relevant to AP exam 
by writing own 
question/topic 

  

AP World History: Modern 

Unit 4: Global Conflict and the Modern World 
1900-Present 

Time Allotted: Approximately 10 Weeks 



New Jersey Student Learning Standards (NJSLS) 

6.2.12.C.4.d Analyze the ways in which new forms of communication, transportation, and weaponry affected relationships between 
governments and their citizens and bolstered the power of new authoritarian regimes during this period. 

6.2.12.D.4.a Analyze the extent to which nationalism, industrialization, territory disputes, imperialism, militarism, and alliances led 
to World War I. 

6.2.12.D.4.b Analyze the Treaty of Versailles and the League of Nations from the perspectives of different nations. 

6.2.12.D.4.d Analyze the extent to which the legacy of World War I, the global depression, ethnic and ideological conflicts, 
imperialism, and traditional political or economic rivalries caused World War II. 

6.2.12.D.4.h Assess the extent to which world war, depression, nationalist ideology, communism, and liberal democratic ideals 
contributed to the emergence of movements for national self-rule or sovereignty in Africa and Asia. 

6.2.12.D.4.l Assess the cultural impact of World War I, the Great Depression, and World War II. 

6.2.12.A.5.d Analyze the causes and consequences of mass killings (e.g., Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Somalia, and 
Sudan), and evaluate the responsibilities of the world community in response to such events. 

6.2.12.A.5.e Assess the progress of human and civil rights around the world since the 1948 U.N. Declaration of Human Rights. 

6.2.12.D.5.b Assess the impact of Gandhi’s methods of civil disobedience and passive resistance in India, and determine how his 
methods were later used by people from other countries. 

6.2.12.D.5.c Assess the influence of television, the Internet, and other forms of electronic communication on the creation and 
diffusion of cultural and political information, worldwide. 



  

Essential Questions Student Learning 
Objectives 

Suggested Tasks/Activities Evidence of Learning 
(Assessment) 



-    Was WWI the 
inevitable result of a 
contentious Europe or the 
result of incompetent 
leadership? 
-    How can you 
compare the rise of 
communism in Russia 
with the rise of 
communism in China? 
-    What are the 
cultural, political, and 
economic consequences 
of WWI? 
-    What are the 
artistic manifestations of 
the Age of Anxiety? 
-    What are the 
overarching causes of 
WWII? 
-    How did the Nazis 
gain political power? 
-    What are the 8 
stages of genocide and 
how are they seen in 20th 
century atrocities (i.e. 
Armenia, Holocaust, 
Cambodia, Rwanda etc)? 
-    Was the Cold War 
inevitable? 

-    Explain how 
internal and external 
factors contributed to 
change in various 
states after 1900. 
-    Explain the 
causes and 
consequences of 
World War I. 
-    Explain how 
governments used a 
variety of methods to 
conduct war. 
-    Explain how 
different 
governments 
responded to 
economic crisis after 
1900. 
-    Explain the 
continuities and 
changes in territorial 
holdings from 1900 
to the present. 
-    Explain the 
causes and 
consequences of 
World War II. 
-    Explain 
similarities and 
differences in how 

-       Comparative essay 
on the impact of WWI on 
different regions. 
-       Analyze WWI poetry 
from the Lost Generation 
and artwork 
-       Treaty of Versailles 
simulation 
-       Analyze primary 
sources that outline the 
rise of the Nazi Party 
-       Timeline activity 
citing the causes of WWII 
-       Close study of the 
Nuremberg Trials through 
various defendants. 
-       Map out Cold War 
hotspots 
-       Jigsaw/Presentations 
on various 20th century 
genocides 
-       Close read of 
documents regarding the 
struggle for the Holy Land. 
-       Read Persepolis to 
understand the Iranian 
Revolution. 
-       Read and watch 
texts/footage about 9/11 
and analyze the historical 
context of the event 

-       Quarterly 
Assessment: Mini-
AP Exam using 
practice Document 
Based 
Questions/Short 
Answer 
Questions/Long 
Essay Questions, 
and Stimulus Based 
Multiple Choice 
Questions (as 
provided by the 
College Board) 



-    What continuities 
and changes can we 
observe regarding global 
trade? 
-    What role did 
nationalism play in the 
20th century conflicts? 
-    How did the 20th 
century conflicts promote 
technological innovation? 
To what extent were 
these innovations 
productive or destructive? 
-    How have 
international 
organizations responded 
to rising conflict? 
  

governments used a 
variety of methods to 
conduct war. 
-    Explain the 
rise of communism 
and its similarities 
and differences in 
Russia and China, 
specifically. 
-    Explain the 
various causes and 
consequences of 
mass atrocities in the 
period from 1900 to 
the present. 
-    Explain the 
historical context of 
the Cold War after 
1945. 
-    Explain the 
causes and effects of 
the ideological 
struggle of the Cold 
War. 
-    Compare the 
ways in which the 
United States and 
the Soviet Union 
sought to maintain 
influence over the 

through timeline analysis 
of the Middle East. 
-       Presentations on 
current day world 
problems – Disease, 
Climate Change, 
Terrorism, Water access 
(etc.)   



course of the Cold 
War. 
-    Explain the 
causes and 
consequences of 
China’s adoption of 
communism. 
-    Explain the 
causes and effects of 
movements to 
redistribute 
economic resources. 
-    Explain how 
political changes in 
the period from c. 
1900 to the present 
led to territorial, 
demographic, and 
nationalist 
developments. 
-    Explain the 
economic changes 
and continuities 
resulting from the 
process of 
decolonization. 
-    Explain the 
causes of the end of 
the Cold War. 
-    Explain the 
extent to which the 



effects of the Cold 
War were similar in 
the Eastern and 
Western 
Hemispheres. 
-    Explain how 
the development of 
new technologies 
changed the world 
from 1900 to 
present. 
-    Explain how 
environmental 
factors affected 
human populations 
over time. 
-    Explain how 
social categories, 
roles, and practices 
have been 
maintained and 
challenged over 
time. 
-    Explain how 
and why 
globalization 
changed culture over 
time. 
-    Explain the 
various responses to 
increasing 



globalization from 
1900 to present. 



Resources/Materials   
-        AMSCO World History textbook 
-        Primary Sources: https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/modsbook57.asp 
-       East Asia Resources and Information: http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/ 
-       AP Classroom (resources and test banks): 
https://apclassroom.collegeboard.org/34/home 
-       Stanford History Education Group: https://sheg.stanford.edu/history-
lessons?f%5B0%5D=topic%3A9#main-content#main-content 
-       Americas Archive: https://scholarship.rice.edu/handle/1911/9219 
-        Historical World Boundaries Map: https://www.randymajors.com/p/worldmap.html 

Interdisciplinary Connections NJSLSA.SL1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and 
collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly 
and persuasively. 
NJSLSA.SL2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, 
including visually, 
quantitatively, and orally. 
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical 
inferences and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or 
speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 
NJSLSAR3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the 
course of a text.  

21st Century Life and Careers   
CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 
CRP5. Consider the environmental, social, and economic impacts of decisions. 
CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 

Technology Standards 8.1.12.A.1 Create a personal digital portfolio which reflects personal and academic interests, 
achievements, and career aspirations by using a variety of digital tools and resources. 

https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/modsbook57.asp
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/modsbook57.asp
http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/
http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/
https://apclassroom.collegeboard.org/34/home
https://apclassroom.collegeboard.org/34/home
https://apclassroom.collegeboard.org/34/home
https://sheg.stanford.edu/history-lessons?f%5B0%5D=topic%3A9#main-content
https://sheg.stanford.edu/history-lessons?f%5B0%5D=topic%3A9#main-content
https://sheg.stanford.edu/history-lessons?f%5B0%5D=topic%3A9#main-content
https://scholarship.rice.edu/handle/1911/9219
https://scholarship.rice.edu/handle/1911/9219
https://www.randymajors.com/p/worldmap.html
https://www.randymajors.com/p/worldmap.html


Modifications 

English Language Learners Special Education At-Risk Gifted and Talented 

●      Provide directions in 
written and verbal form. 
●      Modify primary 
sources and provide 
glossaries where 
necessary. 
●      Provide note-taking 
guides when necessary. 
●      Assign a native 
language partner. 

●      Extended time 
on test and written 
assessments. 
●      Word banks 
and reduced multiple 
choice when 
necessary. 
●      Opportunity to 
type, rather than 
write, written 
assignments. 
  
  

  

●      Incorporate student 
choice 
●      Include culturally 
relevant illustrative 
examples throughout 
course 
●      Provide peer 
mentoring to improve 
techniques 

●      Connect class 
topics to current 
events by discussing 
articles in major 
national newspapers 
●      More in-depth 
analysis of a primary 
source 
reading/historical 
artifact 
●      Master skills 
relevant to AP exam 
by writing own 
question/topic 

  
 


